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MAIL STOP AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 



I hereby cenily that this correspondence is being deposited wi 
the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: MAIL STOP AMENDMENT, 
Commissioner for Patents, P. O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450, on 

JANUARY 25, 2006 



Date of Depos 
THOMAS N. TARNAY 



Siena tufS^ J 



JANUARY 25. 2006 



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. SI .97(6) 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56 and 
§ 1 .97(e), Applicants wish to bring the following items to the attention of the Examiner. A copy of 
each item is enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner. 



No representation is made, and no representation is intended, that more relevant material 
does not exist, or that the order of presentation of this material in.any way reflects its relative 
pertinence. Specifically, this presentation is not an admission that the items listed below are 
properly citable against the above-identified application. 



Application No.: 10/733,493 

Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 

Dated January 25, 2006 

Docket No. 15162/05620 

Submitted herewith is: 

(1) "Notification of Reason(s) for Refusal" dated September 6, 2005 and issued by the 
Japanese Patent Office for counterpart Japanese Patent Application No. 2003- 
287474, together with an English-language translation thereof; 

The following document is cited in reference (1) above: • 

(2) Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. (A) 2003-1 23 1 62 (NORITZ CORP), 
published April 25, 2003, together with a copy of an English-language abstract 
thereof. 

Applicants believe that the requirements of 37 CFR § 1 .98(a)(3)(i) are satisfied by 
providing an English translation of the document cited in reference (1) above. 

In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(b)(3), the information and references contained in this 
Supplemental Liformation Disclosure Statement are being filed before a first office action on the 
merits has been received for this application. Therefore, Applicants believe no fees are incurred. 
However, if it should be determined that a fee is required, please charge any required fee (other 
than the issue fee) during the pendency of this application to SIDLEY AUSTIN LLP's Deposit 
Account No. 18-1260. Please credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 18-1260. 



TNT/fis 

SIDLEY AUSTIN BROWN & WOOD LLP 

717 North Harwood, Suite 3400 

Dallas, Texas 75201 

(214)981-3388 Direct 

(214)981-3300 Main 

(214)981-3400 Facsimile 

January 25, 2006 



Respectfully submitted, 




ITiomas N. TfrHay 
Registration No. 41,341 
Attorney for Applicants 
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